
Theme—Cascades  

Leeward Forest 
Challenge 

Suggested Hikes/ 

Walks & Locations 

Expert (s)  

& Check-In 

This is a band of mountain habitat running  
north–south along the leeward side of the Cascade 
Mountains in BC and WA. This is a varied mountain 

landscape of rugged, snowy peaks, glaciers and alpine 
meadows. Higher elevation subalpine slopes are 

home to Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir and  
lodgepole pine, while lower montane forests consist 

of lodgepole pine, quaking aspen, white spruce 
and Douglas fir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What else can you  

observe in the leeward forests? Try to find:  

• Mountain Goats 

• Wildflowers—there might still be snow 

• Chipmunks 

• Northern Spotted Owl 

• Huckleberries! 

Your challenge, should you 

choose to accept it is to:  

 

Identify 4 distinct  

species of  

CONIFERS 
 

 

 

 

 

Gold Creek Pond Trail 

 

Teanaway Community 

Forest  

 

Cooper Lake 

Gerald  

Scoville 

 

Sunday April 25 

1pm-3pm @  

Yakima Canyon  

Interpretive  

Center 

 

Please  

pre-register for  

in-person  

check-in here. 

Don’t forget to track 

your  

observations with 

iNaturalist under our 

project. 

 

 

 

 

Click on the image to 

join the project.  

While it’s true that the  

majority of conifers are  

evergreen (their green foliage 

stays for a year or more), the 

word conifer is not  

synonymous with evergreen. 

So just what is the difference 

between these two types? 

Conifer is simply a term that 

literally means “cone bearer”. 

Trees and shrubs that are  

categorically conifers  

reproduce by forming a cone 

to contain seeds rather than a 

flower. Whereas conifer  

denotes the reproductive 

methods of trees, evergreen 

pertains to the nature of tree’s 

leaves. An evergreen tree is a 

tree that keeps its leaves (or 

needles) all year long.  

Gerald Scoville   

Jerry Scoville is on the board of directors at Kittitas Environmental Education Network (KEEN), assisting with fund raising.  He is an Adjunct Professor and Research Associate at 

Central Washington University (CWU).  Prior to moving to Ellensburg, Jerry was associated with Round River Conservation Studies (RRCS) for 13 years, and worked with  

Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF); Save The Rhino Trust (SRT); Turner Foundation; American Museum of Natural History (AMNH); QQS Projects Society; Heiltsuk’s Big House 

Society; an assist to William G. Housty and CoastWatch in mid-coastal British Columbia.  Jerry spent 5 years working on Grizzly Bears in Heiltsuk Territory, British Columbia, 

that culminated in a seminal 2014 peer-review paper titled “Grizzly bear monitoring by the Heiltsuk people as a crucible for First Nation conservation practice”  [in] Ecology 

and Society 19(2): 70, which has a series of tenets that has empowered indigenous peoples worldwide.  More recently, he has been working on frogs of the Solomon Islands in 

northern Melanesia.  In addition, Jerry has had a lifelong interest in avian ecology and evolution.  He has two children.  His partner, Alison, recently received tenure at Central 

Washington University.  In his spare time he enjoys hunting and fishing.  
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