
 

Science in the Parks – Ellensburg  

Part-Time Environmental Education Instructor  

Job Description: The Kittitas Environmental Education Network (KEEN) seeks a part-time 
instructor to facilitate outdoor learning experiences for local elementary and middle school 
students at KEEN’s Science in the Parks program.  
 
This position is for 10-weeks, 20-hours per week at $14/hour. Work hours will be between 
10am-2pm during the week in Ellensburg. Spanish language proficiency required. 
  
Background: Friends in Service to Humanity (FISH) implements OSPI’s Summer Food Service 
Program in Kittitas County. FISH provides free lunches for children up to the age of 18 in four 
community parks. KEEN will increase participation in the lunch program while providing 
outdoor education. Once a week, children will be invited to explore the natural features of the 
parks with guided questions and resources from KEEN staff and volunteers.  
 
An example of a Science in the Parks program might include children investigating whether the 
same insects live in fast and slow areas of the stream, and whether the same plants grow in the 
shade of Ponderosa trees and in open areas. Over the summer, children’s curiosity about 
nature and comfort with scientific inquiry will increase. KEEN expects to work with 182 children 
a week for 10 weeks. 
 
The instructor will work closely with KEEN’s Environmental Education Director to implement 
selected lessons throughout the summer. 
 
Applicants should have an interest in education, outdoor learning, and working with children of 
different ages. Candidates should also be prepared for vigorous outdoor activity during the hot 
summers of the Central Washington climate. Applicants must have a proficiency in Spanish 
language. 
 
Required Skills and Qualifications: The successful candidate will be: 

• Dependable, self-motivated, and well-organized 

• Experience working with Kindergarten-5th grade students 

• Able to manage outdoor learning experiences, identify any safety concerns, and comply 
with relevant safety policies 

• In possession of a valid driver's license, clean driving record, and a reliable vehicle 

• Able to pass a criminal background check to work with youth. 

• Spanish language proficiency 
 



 

 
Desired Qualifications: 

• Experience or education in Environmental Education, Science Education, or related field 

• Experience in day camp and informal education environments 

• Prefer a teacher or student working to achieve a teaching degree 

• First aid training 
 

Position Duration, Schedule, & Benefits: This is a 20 hour/week, seasonal position that begins 
on June 17 and ends August 30. The rate for Science in the Parks Program Instructor is 
$14/hour. 
 
To Apply: A complete application will include a cover letter, resume, and a list of three 
references emailed to kittitasee@gmail.com.  
 
Application Deadline: Application review will begin on April 6, 2018. 
 
About KEEN: KEEN was established as a 501©3 in 2000 and has been operating in Kittitas 
County as an all-volunteer organization for the past 19 years. Our mission is to 'Connect 
Community to Nature' following the principles of environmental education; teaching people 
'how' to think, not 'what' to think. KEEN believes in lifelong-learning and provides informal 
education opportunities for kids, adults, and seniors. KEEN consists of a Board of Directors of 
highly committed individuals, and several active committees that focus on specific tasks and 
projects (40+ people). Geographically KEEN focuses our work on Kittitas County, but KEEN is 
active in partnering with groups that expand down the Yakima River Valley through Yakima and 
Benton Counties. 
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