
Theme—Shrub-Steppe 

Wildflowers! 
Challenge 

Suggested Hikes/ 

Walks & Locations 

Expert (s)  

& Check-In 

Shrub-steppe refers to the dominant components of 

this ecosystem: shrubs (such as sagebrush, hopsage, greasewood, 

and bitterbrush); and steppe, or perennial bunchgrasses (such as 

bluebunch, needle-and-thread, Idaho fescue and Sandberg’s  

bluegrass).  Numerous annual and perennial wildflowers (such as 

phlox, balsam root, and lupine) thrive in the spaces between 

shrubs and bunchgrasses. Sagebrush and other shrubs are  

important in capturing litter and providing shade, which influences 

other components of the  plant community. Cryptobiotic 
soil crusts in this system play a crucial role in fixing nutrients 

and retaining soil stability, which in turn influences the ability of  

different plant species to germinate and become  

established.  Cryptobiotic crusts serve as a protective layer and are 

composed of lichens, mosses and algae.  Without this protective 

layer, bare ground is susceptible to rapid erosion by wind and  

water, and provides an ideal site for invasive plants to establish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What else can you  

observe in the shrub-steppe? Try to find:  

• Big Horn Sheep 

• Sage Thrashers 

• Rattlesnakes (observe from a distance!) 

• Rabbitbrush 

• Columnar Basalt 

Your challenge, should you 

choose to accept it is to  

identify:  

15  

perennial 
broadleaf 

forbs 
 

Simply put, a forb is a broadleaf 

plant.  Forbs are different from 

grasses in that grasses have  

narrow leaves.  Many forbs are 

highly sought after for their  

beautiful wildflowers. Broadleaf 

plants greatly increase the species 

biodiversity of wild landscapes, 

providing essential food and  

habitat for beneficial insects, vital 

pollinators and all types of  

wildlife.  

Yakima River Canyon 

 

WildHorse Wind & Solar     

Facility  

(permit required...that can be 

found here: Permits are free and 

can be filled out here: https://

www.pse.com/pages/tours-and-

recreation/wild-horse/wild-horse-

access-request ) 

 

  

 

   

 

Deb Essman 

 

 

Sunday May 2 

1pm-3pm @  

Yakima Canyon  

Interpretive  

Center 

 

Please pre-

register for in-

person check-in 

here. 

Don’t forget to track 

your  

observations with 

iNaturalist under our 

project. 

 

 

 

 

Click on the image to 

join the project.  

The primary ecological threats to sagebrush are: habitat conversion; soil disturbance due to heavy overgrazing, motorized 

recreation or other intensive land-use activities; invasive species; and altered fire regimes.  Over 60% of original shrub-

steppe habitats have been converted. The shrub-steppe is an endangered ecosystem. It is estimated that about 12% of a 

functional shrub-steppe ecosystem remains in Washington and less than 1% is protected in ecological condition similar to 

the original vegetation.  KEEN’s mission is cultivate an active awareness and understanding of the endangered shrub-steppe, 

provide nature-based education for all ages, and strengthen commitment to environmental stewardship.  
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