
  

Kids Activity ~ Create a new plant or animal for the shrub 
steppe! 

 

Help us celebrate the special ecosystem we live in by designing a new animal or plant 
that can survive the shrub steppe. Follow the instructions below to think about what’s 
special about this place and how your plant or animal can survive here in Central 
Washington. Then use the attached worksheet to show us what this living thing can do, 
how it survives and draw a picture of it. Then bring yourself and your worksheet to our 
kids’ corner as part of our virtual Get Intimate with the Shrub Steppe day on May 9th at 
11:00am. Join in via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88470105824 and celebrate 
with us!  

 
Fun things to know about the shrub steppe: 
As we all know, we live in an amazing part of the state! Animals and plants that live here 
have to survive all sorts of interesting challenges: 

• Summers are hot and dry here. Temperatures can reach above 100 degrees Fahrenheit 
in the day and then be cool at night. 

• Water is limited, on average we get less than 7” of rain/year 
• The plants and animals here have to love the sun, we get over 200 sunny days/year in 

this part of the state! 
• In the winter, our average snowfall is 22” and so plants and animals have to also either 

be able to live in the snow or somehow escape it. 
• For a fun PDF introduction of some of the plants and animals that live here, check out 

https://rockies.audubon.org/sites/default/files/sagebrushposter_fsc.pdf  
• And for parents, if you really want to explore—check out 

https://www.engagingeverystudent.com/free-sagebrush-ecosystem-resources-lesson-
plans-books-posters-and-more/ for all sorts of ideas on learning and engaging with our 
ecosystem. 

 
Directions for the worksheet 
Thinking about all of what you know or have learned about where we live, design an animal 
or plant on the worksheet below. Think about the following questions to help you create:  

• What does it eat? Or if it’s more plant-like, how does it get/make food? 
• What does it have on its body and how do these parts help it to survive? 
• Where does it live within the shrub-steppe? 
• How does it reproduce? 
• What’s it called? 

 
Sources: https://workbasedlearning.pnnl.gov/pals/resource/cards/shrubsteppe.stm  

https://www.usclimatedata.com/climate/ellensburg/washington/united-states/uswa0637  



  

Create your own creature or plant for the shrub steppe! 
 
 
What is the name of your animal or plant? _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
       What’s special about your plant/animal that  
       allows it to live here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Describe your animal/plant. What color is it?  
How does it move? What does it eat? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Draw a picture of your plant or animal here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


